
Site Preparation for Dye Test 
 

NOTE:  Do not connect your irrigation system to the reclaimed water meter until you have 
authorization from a backflow prevention inspector. 

 
Prior to Scheduling a Dye Test 

 
1. An approved Reduced Pressure (RP) Backflow Prevention Assembly must be installed on the 

potable water service in accordance with Tucson Water Standard Detail #1802 (reverse side).  
 

2. The assembly must be tested by a certified tester and the test results must be submitted to the 
Tucson Water Backflow Prevention Section.  The assembly must then pass a final inspection 
by a Tucson Water Backflow Prevention Inspector. 

 

3.  A tee or strainer must be installed on the supply side of the assembly with a ½” or ¾” female 
pipe thread with plug. A temporary hose bib shall be installed for use in the initial dye test 
only.  See Figure below. 
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4. The reclaimed water meter is installed, locked, and is to remain locked.  
 

5. A temporary male or female hose connection shall be installed on the irrigation system for 
the dye testing process. See Figure below. 
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Dye Test 

 
1. The customer or the customer’s representative must be on site during the dye test. 
 

2. After the dye test is complete, the temporary hose connection on the irrigation system and the 
hose bib on the backflow prevention assembly must be removed. 

 
 

3 When the site is in full compliance, a Backflow Prevention Inspector will unlock the 
reclaimed water service. 

 
For additional information, contact the Backflow Prevention Section at (520) 791-2650 
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